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Markeisha 
 

Heart-to-heart storytelling through song. 

Listening to the sounds of singer-songwriter 
Markeisha Ensley is like indulging in a rich, 
flourless chocolate cake while drinking a well-
aged, red wine. With a thunderous voice that 
soars over soulful melodies, she invites her 
listeners in for an intimate set on life, love and 
enjoying the journey. Originally from Aurora, 
Colorado, she’s the winner of the 2011 Abe 
Olman Scholarship Award for Excellence in 
Songwriting from the Songwriters Hall of 
Fame/Songwriters Guild of America, with previous 
recipients including John Legend. A cross 
between Alicia Keys and Stevie Wonder, 
Markeisha strikes an uplifting groove and graces 
the stage with a powerful, undeniable presence. 

An internationally touring artist, Markeisha has 
performed in Japan, Paris, London and the 
Philippines and calls New York City home.  On 

her latest release Talk To Me (EP), Markeisha blends Motown doo-wop harmonies, pop melodies 
and gospel singing on a sultry selection of up-tempos and ballads on love. Smooth and sexy, 
the 5 songs were written by the singer as reflection on her recent travels to the Caribbean. “It 
was my first time traveling abroad and I was so affected and inspired by the French culture, 
people, and of course, the food,” she laughs. Recorded with her band in New York at Flux 
Studios (Mick Jagger, Jennifer Lopez, Babyface), the EP was produced by David Amber for 
AmberSongs and was released in 2012. 

As a child, Markeisha began her love affair with music while singing in her hometown Baptist 
church choir. Gospel music laid the foundation, but she was also heavily influenced by her 
parents’ record collection with Aretha, Sam Cooke, Marvin Gaye, Carole King and Linda 
Ronstadt on heavy rotation. Markeisha studied piano and began writing poetry while in high 
school, but it was the many nights spent writing songs in the school’s practice rooms while 
attending New York University that sent Markeisha down the road to singer-songwriter land. “I 
developed my own sanctuary and no matter what was going on in my life, I could sit behind a 
piano and sing and know everything was alright.” 

Since releasing her debut album, Ready, in 2006, Markeisha has received numerous awards and 
honors. Two songs from that cd, “The Strangest Thing” and “Loving You”, received an 
Honorable Mention in the Billboard World Songwriting Contest. BMI/Songwriters Association of 
Washington also recognized Markeisha, where she was asked to perform at the Smithsonian 
Museum alongside legendary Motown songwriter Lamont Dozier (“Stop! In the Name of Love”). 
The singer is also a proud member of LIFEBeat’s Hearts and Voices Program, bringing the 
healing power of music to people living with HIV/AIDS. Markeisha recently returned home to 
NYC after completing a 4-month residency performing in Japan.  She is currently writing new 
songs for her next album. 


